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Curriculum Services 
 
English as a Second Language (ESL/ESOL) 
 
Enrollment 
 
Students entering the Benton County R-I School District who do not speak English or speak little 
English will be admitted and enrolled using the procedures outlined below.  The procedures will aid 
in the process of assessing the educational needs to provide equal educational opportunities for 
accommodating each English as a Second Language student. 
 
At the time of enrollment, District personnel will have an informal discussion with parent/guardian 
and the new student.  District enrollment forms will gather information about language spoken in 
the home. 
 
Referral Process 
 
Parents/guardians will be given a Home Language Survey (Form 6180) if enrollment information 
indicates other languages (in addition to, or in place of, English) are used in the home.  This form 
will be given to the ESL Coordinator who will start the Limited English Proficiency referral.  This 
referral will include, but not be limited to, informal assessments of the student’s reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking modalities as described in the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education’s manual Working with Language Minority Students.  Other referral information 
gathered will include the Speech/Language therapist conducting a speech/language screening, the 
Remedial Reading teacher conducting a reading evaluation. The classroom teacher and/or school 
counselor will complete an observation regarding the student’s use and understanding of oral 
language using the “Student Oral Language Observation Matrix (SOLOM).  This observation and 
referral information will be conducted after a reasonable period of time, generally one to three 
weeks has elapsed. 
 
Placement 
 
Teachers, counselors, administrators, and other appropriate individuals will meet to discuss the 
information gathered and if an ESL placement is appropriate using District guidelines.  Placement 
decisions will be determined on an individual basis.  The student must show severe limitations in 
understanding spoken English, as demonstrated in the classroom and gathered information.  A 
SOLOM with scores below three (3) are considered significant and for older children their reading 
level is taken into account.  If the team feels the students English language skills are not developed 
to a level at which they can achieve performance standards in a regular classroom, they will develop 
an Individual Academic Plan (IAP) with copies given to all staff members involved in meeting the 
goals. 
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Students will be placed in classrooms with other ESL students if possible and in appropriate 
classroom settings to assure the best educational environment. 
 
Services 
 
Services may range from peer tutoring, paraprofessional help, after-school tutoring, or an ESL 
teacher or interpreter.  Curriculum ideas are available in the Speech/Language room, from the state 
technical advisor for our area and the Title VII Supervisor of DESE.  Every effort will be made to 
secure appropriate curriculum as needed. 
 
Parents of ESL students will be contacted to discuss each student’s IAP and progress on a regular 
basis as appropriate.  Revised plans will be implemented as needed.  If an interpreter is needed, one 
will be sought in the school, community, or surrounding schools. 
 
Monitoring of student progress and continuation of services will be determined through the use of a 
teacher observation checklist to document improvement in oral language usage, listening, reading, 
spelling, writing, and behavior. 
 
These services will continue until the team feels that the normal resources of the local school can 
meet the child’s needs.  Generally, the child will be able to carry on a conversation, understand 
classroom instruction with some help, and read on a level that is within the normal scope of the 
classroom.  When the SOLOM shows level three (3) skills or above, and the student’s grades 
approach the “C” level, the student will be dismissed from the program. 
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